LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  H.   TAINE
in the management of the Ecole by M. Michelle, rector of Besanpon, who was not a former Normalien and knew not the traditions of the house. Shortly before this, M. Emile Deschanel, who was M. Havet's assistant in the teaching of Greek language and literature, had been called before the Superior Council of Public Instruction a propos of an article published in the Libertd de Penser and entitled " Catholicism and Socialism " ; he was suspended from his functions, and M. Havet had to dispense with his services. A veiled hostility was also evinced against M. Vacherot, the eminent Director of Studies, and some of the most distinguished professors, such as M. Jules Simon, in spite of the reserve which they brought into their teaching, and the caution which they constantly recommended to their pupils. M. Jules Simon wrote in 1851, concerning H. Taine: " I found him following a current of opinion of which I cannot approve. ... I had to struggle with him during several months ; at last I have persuaded him to show the greatest docility on every hand." Nevertheless, these professors were held in suspicion and their names inscribed on lists for future proscription.
Hippolyte Taine, wrapped up in his work and in his beloved Philosophy, continued his studies without troubling himself about the storm which was about to break over the University, and of which he was himself to be a victim. In 1849-1850 he was studying the History of Philosophy as far as Leibnitz with M. Saisset, the History of the Middle Ages with M. 0. A. D. Filon, French Literature with M. Gerusez, Latin Literature with M. Berger, Greek Literature with MM. Deschanel and Havet. Be-
90